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LAYING DOWN A MARKER

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I witnessed, as did all of us, the ju-
bilation of my friends, the Republican
majority, in passing the tax cut meas-
ure that had been advocated as tax re-
form for a substantial period of time,
but, finally, they did admit that it was
a tax cut.

I rise here today just to lay down a
marker. I have said, as have many of
my colleagues, that what we witnessed
is the beginning of what ultimately
will allow for us to address the entitle-
ments in this country.

Many of us know that the deficit
that the tax cuts create are going to
allow, some time during the course of
next year or shortly after the election,
us to begin discussing Medicare and
Medicaid. I think that is a mistake,
and I want that to be recognized.

———

CONGRATULATING THE NORTH
CAROLINA A&T STATE UNIVER-
SITY FOOTBALL TEAM

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the North Caro-
lina A&T State University football
team, winner of the 2017 Celebration
Bowl and the HBCU national cham-
pionship. This win capped off a historic
year for the undefeated Aggies, a first
in Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
history, and marks their second cham-
pionship in 3 years.

In the final minutes, the Aggies
marched 56 yards in seven plays. The
drive was capped off with a fake spike
and a quarterback sneak on the goal
line for the game-winning touchdown
by Lamar Raynard.

MVP Marquell Cartwright, who fol-
lowed the great Tarik Cohen, rushed
for 110 yards and two touchdowns. With
the guidance of Coach Broadway on the
field and the leadership of Chancellor
Harold Martin in the classroom, North
Carolina A&T is leading the way in
showing the great value and the impor-
tance of our Nation’s HBCUs.

I am proud to represent this distin-
guished school of academic and ath-
letic excellence, leaving only one ques-
tion remaining, Mr. Speaker: Can I get
an ‘‘Aggie Pride’’?

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EVELYN
WRIGHT MOORE

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on Friday, December 15, Brazoria Coun-
ty lost one of its great community
leaders, Ms. Evelyn Wright Moore.

Evelyn dedicated her entire life to
early childhood development and edu-
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cation. In 1975, in fact, she started her
career as the Brazoria County Head
Start coordinator; and, after a very
short 8 years with that organization,
she was running the show and contin-
ued running that show for the rest of
her life. Evelyn made sure her students
were receiving the support that would
allow them to thrive in that commu-
nity.

Brazoria County Head Start now en-
rolls just over 490 students, thanks to
her. That program was championed by
Evelyn’s passion and her devout dedi-
cation to those same students.

She and I met many times over the
years, both in Brazoria and here in
Washington, D.C., and I will greatly
miss our conversations. The legacy of
Evelyn’s servant heart will long be re-
membered and cherished.

Evelyn, my dear friend, you are now
safe in the arms of Jesus.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
1, TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 668 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 668

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1) to provide
for reconciliation pursuant to titles II and V
of the concurrent resolution on the budget
for fiscal year 2018, with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and to consider in the House,
without intervention of any point of order, a
motion offered by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means or his designee
that the House concur in the Senate amend-
ment. The Senate amendment and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion
shall be debatable for 20 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Ways and Means. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the motion to
adoption without intervening motion. Clause
5(b) of rule XXI shall not apply to the mo-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). The gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), my
friend, the ranking member of the
Rules Committee, pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning in support of this rule
and the underlying legislation. The
rule provides for consideration of the
Senate amendment to H.R. 1, an act to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to
titles II and V of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2018,
also known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act.

Mr. Speaker, last evening, the Sen-
ate, on a vote of 51-48, passed the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, which I believe is in
the interest of the American people.

This is a bold, progrowth plan that
will overhaul our Tax Code and unleash
the free enterprise system. It lowers
tax rates on businesses of all sizes so
that job creators can focus more on
bringing not only more work to their
workers, but also hiring more workers,
increasing paychecks, and growing a
competitive marketplace all around
the world.

Mr. Speaker, we are trying to expand
our economy, and there is nothing
more important for any Member of this
body than to know that the things that
are happening in their own local com-
munities are about the ability for peo-
ple, whether they are just graduating
from high school, whether they are
graduating from a technical school,
whether they are graduating from col-
lege, or whether they are looking for a
second job or a longer career, to be suc-
cessful in the marketplace in their own
area, in their own home—not having to
move somewhere to find a job, but in
their own community. That is what we
are trying to do.

We are trying to increase wages for
every single community across this
country. My home of Dallas, Texas, has
been home to so many people who have
moved there as a result of the, really,
unlimited opportunities that we see
right now in Texas, and that comes be-
cause Texas has found itself to be their
home because so many other compa-
nies have literally been run out of their
States because of high taxes—high
taxes that are placed on those compa-
nies and the employees to where it
makes living and being competitive
more difficult.

During consideration of this legisla-
tion in the Senate, a few, relatively
small provisions were removed through
points of order in the Senate under
what is called the Byrd rule, a par-
liamentary tool used during reconcili-
ation.

The first change made by the Senate
under the Byrd rule strikes the lan-
guage that allowed 529 accounts to be
used for homeschool expenses.

The second change modifies a provi-
sion that imposes an excise tax on the
investment income of certain edu-
cational institutions. The change
strikes a reference to ‘‘tuition-paying”’
students, making the exception to the
excise tax available only if the institu-
tion has less than 500 students or if 50
percent or less of the students are lo-
cated in the United States.
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